
Builds A Better Future for Every Student MAY 2018

School Budget Vote: 
Tuesday, May 15, 2018

7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
ABGS Middle School, 70 Greenwich St., Hempstead, NY 11550

Proposed 2018 – 19 Budget $215,075,440 
Tax Levy Increase is 0%

A Message from the Acting Superintendent of Schools
Dear Residents:

There is much work the Hempstead Union Free School District community has to do to improve educational outcomes 
for all students; therefore the 2018–19 school budget was built keeping the needs of our students first. The budget being 
presented is a collaborative effort of stakeholders who provided valuable input to guarantee programs and systems are 
incorporated into the budget that will address the development of the whole child. We commend our staff, students, and 
the members of our school community for their dedication and hard work as we continue to strive to do what is best for our 
children. We solicit your support as to ensure that all of our students receive a comparable and equitable quality education 
in a safe and nurturing environment.

On April 16th, the Board of Education adopted a budget of $215,075,440 for the 2018–19 school year. The budget 
supports many program initiatives and educational investments with a zero percent (0%) tax levy increase. A Public 
Hearing on the budget is scheduled for Tuesday, May 8th at 7:00 p.m. in the High School Auditorium. District residents 
may vote on the proposed budget on Tuesday, May 15th from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. at the ABGS Middle School. 

There is also a proposition on the ballot to rebuild Rhodes School. The estimated net cost to the tax payers is $16,016,262 
which represents a 1.59% increase in school tax. The passing of this proposition will be an 
exciting step in rebuilding a better future for our students. Once constructed, the new school can 
house up to 750 students from Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 5. Most importantly the opening of the 
new school will eliminate twenty-four (24) portable classrooms at Jackson Annex, Jackson Main, 
and Joseph A. McNeil Schools.

Despite the difficult financial times in which we live, and the challenges which we all face, 
I am confident that our Board of Education has exercised judicious judgment in presenting a 
budget that enables us to meet the needs of our students without placing undue burden on the 
taxpayers of the school community. I am equally confident that our school community will rise to 
the challenge of doing what is best for the students of the Hempstead Union Free School District.

Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,
Regina Armstrong
Acting Superintendent of Schools



2018 -19 THREE PART BUDGET     

Function Includes Budget Codes:  Total  Admin.  Program  Capital
Board of Education 1010, 1040, 1060 $ 296,183 $ 296,183
Central Administration 1240 $ 398,029 $ 398,029
Business and Finance 1310, 1320, 1325, 1345 $ 1,890,313 $ 1,890,313
Legal Services 1420 $ 1,305,000 $ 955,000 $ 350,000
Personnel and Administration 1430 $ 797,508 $ 797,508
Public Information 1480 $ 354,300 $ 354,300
Operation of Plant 1620, 1622 $ 13,563,931     $ 13,563,931
Maintenance of Plant 1621 $ 1,611,866     $ 1,611,866
Other Central Services 1670, 1680 $ 2,307,651 $ 2,307,651
Other Special Items 1910, 1920, 1930, 1981 $ 3,580,484 $ 3,580,484
Curriculum Dev. And Sup. 2010 $ 1,721,965 $ 1,721,965
Sup. Regular School 2020 $ 5,377,772 $ 5,377,772
Res. Evaluation and Planning 2070 $ 417,000 $ 417,000
Instruction (Net of Supervision) 2110-2855 $ 121,343,921   $ 121,343,921
Contract Transportation 5510-5581 $ 8,866,232   $ 8,866,232
Community Service 7140 $ 7,200   $ 7,200
Employee Benefits 9010-9070 $ 41,811,248 $ 4,181,125 $ 32,612,773 $ 5,017,350
Debt Service 9711-9760 $ 7,374,837     $ 7,374,837
Transfer to Special Aid 9901-9950 $ 2,050,000     $ 2,050,000
TOTAL  $ 215,075,440 $ 22,277,330 $ 163,180,126 $ 29,617,984

2018- 19 Budget Revenues
$215,075,440

2018-19 Budget Expenditures
$215,075,440

Property Tax
$75,934,370

35%

State Aid
$129,741,070

60%

Misc. Sources
$5,700,000
3% *Tuition and health from other districts, Interest, PILOTS

*one-time carry-over of the 4% statutory limitation from 2017-18 budget, 
and partial use of the Debt Service Reserve

Appropriated Surplus/Reserves
$3,700,000
2%   

Instruction and 
Community Services

$128,867,856
60%

Undistributed 
Expenses

$51,236,085
24%

Transportation
$8,866,232

4%
General Support

$26,105,267
12%



Please see 
our website at 

www.hempsteadschools.org 
for more details 
on the budget

PRoPoSED 2018 – 19 BUDGET “BUilDS A BETTER FUTURE FoR EVERY STUDEnT”

Tax Levy Increase is 0%
The 2018 -19 school budget of $215,075,440 supports student enrollment growth and all current instructional programs. To improve 
students’ academic growth, we have added instructional support staff to work with students in the areas of literacy, writing, and 
math, as well as ensure teachers in grades K – 2 have a full-time teaching assistant. The budget also supports the expansion of an 
Integrated Co-Teaching Model (one General Education teacher and one Special Education teacher in a classroom) at grades 1 - 4 at 
Barack Obama School and grade 5 at David Paterson School. All elementary schools will implement Dual Language classes, where 
students will learn in English and Spanish, in grades K - 1. We are most excited to be able to return 2.5 music teachers to provide 
instrumental music, band or orchestra, at all elementary schools, and implement an instructional program model that will incorpo-
rate the best teaching and learning practices in grades Pre-K-8 classrooms. 

The 2018 – 19 budget supports the mission of the district:
1. Student Achievement: is the central focus in making the effective and 

efficient use of resources to ensure a world class learning environment 
that continuously improves student achievement.

2. Quality Teachers: the district will continue to recruit and retain highly 
qualified personnel and teachers, as central to the success of student 
achievement. 

3. Fiscal Transparency and Budget Solvency: in order to create a 
budget that is fiscally transparent and solvent, the district thoroughly 
analyzed the current operational budget and projected fund balance. 

4. Data Management Sustainability: the updating of our data manage-
ment system is crucial in aggregating student data. Maintaining and 
upgrading technology infrastructure resources will allow students and 
users to receive, communicate, and access pertinent information in a 
more effective and timely manner.

5. Community and Parental Support: an extremely important part of 
the development process for presenting a budget that supports the edu-
cational values of the community, while demonstrating fiscal prudence 
in preparing our Hempstead students with competencies to compete 
globally.

To this end, we have developed a budget which continues to support and 
strengthen the current academic program offered within the Hempstead 
Union Free School District. This proposed budget is based on, among other 
things, fiscal responsibility and academic excellence. The budget adopted 
by the Board of Education includes:

 Proposed lease at the St. Ladislaus Church and expanding the amount 
of space leased at 100 Main Street

 Continuation of Career Technical Education (CTE) programs at 100 
Main Street and Hempstead High School

 Students attending charter schools totaling $25,541,668
 Students attending BOCES special education totaling $22,927,000
 Estimated Debt service (principal and interest) of $7,374,837, which 

includes existing serial bonds, tax anticipation notes and new bond 
anticipation notes for the new building, as well as the Energy Perfor-
mance Contract 

 Utilizing $2,900,000 of Unassigned Fund Balance and $800,000 of 
Appropriated Reserves for educational programs, increases in health 
insurance and retirement systems and capital improvements

 Shuttle bus for Kindergarten students to transport them from their 
home school to the Kindergarten center and the hiring of a Transporta-
tion Coordinator to handle increasing transportation and to establish 
a Safety Zone for students in the Rhodes School catchment area who 
attend Joseph A. McNeil School
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IMPORTANT VOTER INFORMATION

Remember to vote on Tuesday, May 15, 2018, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. at ABGS Middle School

Voting Requirements:
To participate in the May 15th annual budget vote 
and election of Trustees, you do not need to register 
if, during the last four years, you either:

• Voted in a general election in Nassau County

• Voted in a Hempstead School District election

• Registered with the Nassau County Board of 
Elections

• Registered with the Hempstead School District
To register to vote in future elections, please call the 
District Clerk at 516-434-4002.

A voter must be:

• 18 years of age or older

• A U.S. citizen

• A school district resident for 30 days prior to 
the election

When and Where  
to Vote:
Voting is at the Alverta 
B. Gray Schultz Middle 
School, 70 Greenwich St., 
on Tuesday, May 15, 2018, 
7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Absentee Ballots
Registered voters who want to cast absentee ballots 
must request an application from the District 
Clerk at 516-434-4002. An absentee ballot will 
be sent upon receipt of a completed application. 
Alternatively, applications can be picked up at the 
Administration Office at 185 Peninsula Blvd. from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday, prior to 
the election. Ballots must be filed with the District 
Clerk by 5 p.m. on Election Day. Persons who 
have been designated “permanently disabled” by 
the Nassau Board of Elections will automatically 
receive absentee ballots.


